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THE CALABASH NAVIGATOR

The location of Calabash Town Hall and the Sanborn Hall meeting room is 882 Persimmon Road.                           Mail is also received at Post Office Box 4967, Calabash, NC 28467

The town’s website is townofcalabash.net   Email can be sent to towncalabash@atmc.net.

Telephone: (910) 579-6747

                                   Fax: (910) 579-5495
                                                      Spring/Summer 2008

Greetings from Mayor Anthony Clemmons

First, please let me say “thanks” for allowing me to serve as your mayor.  In addition, “thanks” for electing a Board of Commissioners who are second to none and who have been working as a team for the good of Calabash.  Each commissioner acts as a department head and have their own operating budget and associated staff team.  I have a few other note worthy items to mention: congratulations to Kelley Southward who was appointed Interim Town Clerk; the sewer expansion project is moving forward with the town and county working on two grants to help lower the cost-the town is also setting aside funds to assist in decreasing the assessment fee; Devaun Park, Kingfish Bay and the Pearl are experiencing major construction; there is now a contract post office located in the ACE Hardware store and there are long range plans in the works to establish a full service post office; annexation of Landing II, a portion of Shady Forest, Oak Ridge Plantation, Bonaparte Retreat and R. J. Sommersett is in the process; with the approach of hurricane season we are working on making sure that the town is prepared.

I will end by mentioning that May is Calabash Beautification Month and I would ask all residents to participate in any way they can.

Although a lot is going on in our town, I am never to busy to meet and talk with any resident.  I wish everyone a happy 2008 and may God bless us and our town.

A Word from the Interim Town Clerk

Many residents already know me as I have been working at town hall since 2006.  For those of you I have yet to meet, my name is Kelley Southward and I live in Calabash with my son Mason.  Prior to being named Interim Town Clerk I served as Deputy Clerk.  As the mayor mentioned above, town hall staff are busy, however, we are always available to residents.  Please feel free to stop by town hall or call with your questions or concerns.

Trivia Question:

A group of geese on the ground is called a gaggle.  What is a group of geese in the air called?

Town Services News

In April the town held a ribbon cutting ceremony for the completed town maintenance building located just down the road from town hall.  Refreshments were served and visitors were treated to a tour of the facility.  The building provides not only storage for equipment and vehicles but also office space for town services employees.  One day in the future a portion of the grounds will be converted into a covered picnic area and play ground.  Town services staff have been busy beautifying the town by planting trees and shrubs along Beach Drive as well as the entrance to the maintenance yard.  Extensive repairs have been made to the drainage ditches on Riverview Road and a clean up around the river front is in progress. 

Yard Debris and Recycling Drop Off Sites

Calabash residents can empty natural yard in dumpsters located on the Persimmon Road maintenance building site. NOT ALLOWED: NO PLASTIC BAGS-debris brought in plastic bags must be emptied into the dumpsters, no wooden landscape timbers, rubber or plastic edging, flower pots, lawn ornamentation are permitted.  In addition to natural yard debris, you are permitted to bring tree limbs and branches (cut to 4 foot lengths), leaves, grass clippings, dead plants and shrubs.  This service is for residents ONLY.  Town service staff want to remind you that you need a free Calabash sticker for your windshield before you use the debris drop-off site and the recycling bins.                                                    

Recycling bins are located in the rear of the town hall parking lot.  You can recycle newspapers, plastic and glass items.
Cardboard is not accepted.

Tax Update from the Tax Collector

Calabash residents have once again been paying taxes in a timely fashion. There are, however, a few that have not paid.  General Statute 105-350 (l) requires the tax collector to employ all lawful means to collect all property, dog, license, privilege, and franchise taxes with which he/she is charged by the governing board.”  Taxpayers have a legal duty to pay their taxes.  Business Privilege Licenses are currently being renewed for 2008-2009.  The renewal payment deadline for anyone conducting business within the town limits is June 30, 2008. There are penalties for working without a privilege license.  If you need to apply for a license, stop by the town hall.

Let’s Talk Ordinances

The extent of ordinances town hall staff are charged with enforcing on any day can range from abandoned vehicles to zoning regulations.   We want to take this opportunity to mention just a few of the general provision ordinances that easily affect all residents.

Section 112.16 Yard/Garage Sale Regulations: …obtain a permit from town hall…before conducting a yard sale.  The cost is $5. Two off-site directional signs are permitted-DO NOT USE UTILITY POLES. 

Section 91.02 Dogs Running at Large: All dogs must be on a leash and under the control of the person having custody of the dog.
Section 91.10 Barking Dogs: It shall be unlawful for any dog owner or person in control of any dog to keep or have a dog that habitually or repeatedly barks in such a manner or to such an extent that is a public nuisance.
If you do not have a tag for your dog, come to the town hall and purchase one for $5.  Proof of rabies inoculation is required.  Animal license tags expire one year after purchase and must be renewed each year.

Section 



Community Services Committee

The Community Services Committee (CSC) celebrated Black History Month with a presentation held February 29, 2008 honoring the life of Calabash resident James (Tincy) Marlow.  Mr. Marlow was a fixture around the Calabash docks for decades.  A Southern Living magazine article referred to him as a “dockside master of ceremonies.”  While no longer with us, this devoted family man was remembered with love and affection by the over fifty people in attendance.  Saturday, April 19th was a busy day for committee members.   A ribbon cutting ceremony at the town’s maintenance building on Persimmon Road was held and the town participated in the NC State Litter Sweep.  The committee’s next project will be a Memorial Day Celebration to be held on Monday May 26th.  Committee members are working on several projects in the downtown area to further enhance the beauty of the town.  Monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday of each month at 7:00 P.M. at town hall.  Suggestions and ideas for projects are enthusiastically welcome!

The efforts of Community Service Committee members Sandy Melahn (chairperson), David Suggs (treasurer), Suzy Suggs (secretary), Linda Rogers, Judy Riley, Dorothy Cady, Francis Clemmons, Suzy King, Frank Mayberry, Mary Keefe, Ruth Hubbell, Carolyn Silvers, and Bill Danford are deeply appreciated.

SIGNS-SIGNS-SIGNS
If you are thinking about adding a sign or changing an existing sign, it is very important you come to the town hall for a copy of the sign ordinance and an application.  The Code Enforcement Official will explain exactly what is required so you are in compliance.  Town hall staff is working very hard to assist existing businesses and new businesses with their sign needs in accordance with the ordinance. 

Town Commissioners Take on Tasks

Town commissioners have been busy with a number of projects.   A small sample includes: John Melahn revising town polices and procedures and updating the website so it is more reflective of the town as well as increasing the amount of information available to anyone who logs on;  Bill Dixon working with town service employees landscaping the maintenance building as well as sections of Beach Drive;. the 2008-2009 budget process is keeping Forrest King very busy; Cecelia Herman addressing a variety of zoning questions and Emily DiStasio updating employee job descriptions. 

Permits Needed for Residential Burning

Before burning that pile of yard debris, take these steps:


1.  Call the town hall to see if the ban has been lifted in the town-the state and/or county may lift their ban but 


     Calabash may not necessarily do the same.


2.  Come to town hall to complete a free burning permit application.  


3.  Follow instructions on the permit as to material allowed to be burned and distance from any structures.


4.  Call town hall every single time you plan to burn.

Town of Calabash                                                                                                                      

PO Box 4967

Calabash, NC 28467

Calabash Town Officials

       Board of Commissioners


              
            Calendar of Meetings

Mayor


Anthony Clemmons           Town Board

 2nd Tuesday
  7pm monthly

Mayor Pro-Tem

Forrest King

Planning & Zoning
 1st Monday
  7pm monthly

John Melahn

William Dixon

Commissioners Agenda      1st Thursday
  5pm monthly

Emily DiStasio

Cecelia Herman

Board of Adjustment
 Meetings on a case by case basis

    Planning and Zoning Board




Town Hall Closings           

Chairperson

J.W. Brown

Monday, May 26  (Memorial Day)                                              

Vice Chairperson
               W. Gary Cooper

Friday, July 4 (Independence Day)

Mildred DeMarco
              John Melahn

Monday, September 1 (Labor Day)                        

Theresa McMahon
Alton Watts                                                                                                         

Martin Keefe  
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          Board of Adjustment




Town Hall Staff

Chairperson

Sonia Climer

Vacant

              Town Administrator

Martin Keefe

J.W. Brown

Carolyn Silvers

Tax Collector

Charles Daniels

Larry Steck

Stanley Dills

Code Enforcement Official

Derek Ezzell
               Patricia Lewellyn 
               Kelley Southward
               Interim Town Clerk







Barbra Bianco Hagan
Office Assistant

        





James McCartney
Town Services/Asst. Code Enforcement

                                                


Bill Danford

Town Services/Animal Control







Jackie Vereen

Town Services
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